Modular home
goes solar for
power savings
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Venice resident Philip
Myers @nd local business-
man Tom Harriman are cre-
ating Florida’s first solar
energy-efficient modular
home in the Harbor Lights
community. .

A retired Dayton, Ohio,
custom builder, Myers has
for many years been inter-
ested in all forms of energy
conservation.

Harriman, owner of a
local solar installation com-
pany and past president of
Floridas Solar Energy In-
dustries Association, is en-
thusiastic to encourage the
use of energy-saving equip-
ment.

This week a new photo-
voltaic solar electricity sys-
tem was installed at Myer's
Harbor Lights home, a
modular home specially
manufactured to high ener-
gy-saving standards by
Palm Harbor Construction.

Built to his specifica-
tions, it has very high-densi-
ty insulation in the roof and
maximum insulation under
the floor. Specially insulated

windows are covered in a

film that reduces 95 percent
of UV light entering the
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building, reducing the cool-
ing load and not allowing
radiant heat inside. All
appliances are high efficien-
C}f_ .
Harriman is installing 15
200-watt sclar rnodular
panels with a 20-year war-

ranty to generate the elec-
_tricity. A 40-gallon solar

water heating collector on
the roof will be the primary
source of hot water with a
little input from an existing
standard water heater.

“We believe this is
unique,” said Harriman. “It’s
the first modular construct-
ed home in Florida to be fit-
ted out with this type of
application.”

Common sense

Myers anticipates that
his $30,000 invéstment will
reduce his electricity costs
by 50-75 percent.

“I will be generating al-
most all my home electrici-
ty usage by utilizing the
power of the sun, and sell-
ing the excess to Florida
Power & Light, for which 1
get credit,” said Myers.

Myers will have two
meters fitted to measure
consumption and credit.
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Philip Myers stands in front of his modular home in the Harbor
Lights community in Venice as Tom Harriman watches Kevin
Bennett carry a solar panel onto the roof. Harriman’s company is
installing a $30,000 photovoltaic solar electricity system on

Myers’ home.

The initial cost may ap-
pear high, but Myers re-
ceives a state rebate of 40
percent — around $12,000
cash — plus- a federal tax
credit anticipated at a fur-
ther 10 percent.

The payback, according
to Myers, is a little elusive
because ‘it has to be as-
sumed FPIL and 'other sup-

pliers’ charges will inev-

itably increase.

“It appears at today’s rate
structure it will take 12-14
years,” he said. “If the rules
change to Net Metering
payback, it will be earlier.”

To achieve maximum
savings, Myers believes a
change of lifestyle is neces-
{arv. ’

“I invite people to inves-
tigate electricity-saving mea-
sures, as there is so much
which can be done inex-
pensively to reduce con-
sumption.” he said. “It’s
common sense for the com-
mon man.” .

businews@comcast.net



